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Foreword 



This E.D. TAB briefly profiles American Indian and Alaska Native children born in the year 2001. In the 
base-year collection of the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, Birth Cohort (ECLS-B), when the children 
were about 9 months of age, the study interviewed parents (typically the mother), assessed children, and 
gathered information directly from the children’s father. This report focuses on the information gathered 
from American Indian and Alaska Native children and their families, providing basic demographic 
information on the children, information on some of their specific mental and physical skills, a brief profile 
of their experiences in child care, and, since the ECLS-B is one of the first national studies to collect 
information specifically from fathers, some descriptive information on the percentage of children with 
fathers in their lives. The ECLS-B was designed to provide more reliable estimates of information on 
American Indian and Alaska Native children than is often available in other national studies of child 
outcomes. 

The data analyzed in this report are now available to researchers for their own use in Electronic 
Codebook (ECB) format on CD-ROM (NCES 2004-093). 

We hope that the information provided in this report will be useful to a wide range of interested readers, 
including both researchers and policymakers. We further hope that the results reported here will 
encourage others to use the ECLS-B data, both now and in the future, as additional data collection waves 
build upon this baseline. 



Grover J. Whitehurst, Acting Commissioner 
National Center for Education Statistics 
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Introduction 



The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) within the Institute of Education Sciences (IES) in 
collaboration with several health, education and human services agencies is conducting a new study, the 
Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, Birth Cohort (ECLS-B). The ECLS-B selected a national sample of 
children, born in the year 2001, to follow from birth through first grade. This E.D. TAB focuses on the 
American Indian and Alaska Native children born in the United States in 2001, at the request of the Office 
of Indian Education in the U.S. Department of Education. For ease of reporting, this E.D. TAB will use the 
abbreviation AIAN when referring to American Indian and Alaska Native children. 



American Indian and Alaska Native Children and the ECLS-B 

The ECLS-B is a nationally representative sample of the 3.9 million children born in the United States in 
the year 2001. In order to better study AIAN children born in 2001, the ECLS-B oversampled AIAN 
children born in the United States in 2001. This E.D. TAB focuses on the approximately 85,000 American 
Indian and Alaska Native children born in the United States in the year 2001 . 

The ECLS-B is a sample of children; however, this E.D. TAB presents information provided both by the 
children and their parents. During the first wave of the study, parents of 10,688 children provided 
information, and 10,221 children were directly assessed. Since the sampled children were born between 
January and December 2001 , baseline data were collected on a rolling basis between the fall of 2001 and 
the fall of 2002. In this E.D. TAB, AIAN children were identified by parent report. Children’s race/ethnicity 
is defined by a series of variables from the parent interview. Parents were asked whether their child was 
of Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino origin. The parents were then shown a card with race response options 
and asked to choose one or more of the following options: White, Black or African American, American 
Indian or Alaska Native (AIAN), Asian Indian, Chinese, Filipino, Japanese, Korean, Vietnamese, Other 
Asian, Native Hawaiian, Guamanian or Chamorro, Samoan, Other Pacific Islander, and/or another race. 
To include the broadest population of AIAN children possible, this E.D. TAB included any children whose 
parents identified them as AIAN (they could have also indicated other races in addition to AIAN). 1 In the 
national sample, this definition yields a sample of 749 AIAN children, some of whom may have more than 
one race or ethnicity identified. When appropriately weighted to be nationally representative, this sample 
represents approximately 2 percent of children born in the United States in 2001 . 

The ECLS-B was designed to collect information from children and their families for the first time when the 
children were about 9 months of age (i.e., 8 to 10 months). However, information was collected from a few 
children as young as 6 months and as old as 22 months. The term “9 months” is used throughout this 
document to refer to the data collection that took place between fall 2001 and fall 2002, at which time 
most of the sampled children were about 9 months of age (65 percent of AIAN children were 8 to 10 
months of age). For ease of reporting, this E.D. TAB uses the term “about 9 months of age” to refer to the 
entire population of children in the study. Four additional waves of data collection are planned: when the 
children are 2-year-olds (already collected in 2003), preschool-aged (e.g., age 4) (to be collected in 2005), 
and then when they are in kindergarten (information will be collected from the full sample in the fall of 
2006, when about 75 percent of the children are in kindergarten; information will be collected in the fall of 
2007 from those children who did not enter kindergarten in 2006 and are entering in fall of 2007). 

The response rate for the 9-month data collection was 74.1 percent, based on weighted data. 2 The 
response rate is the number of completed parent interviews divided by the total eligible sample. To be 
considered complete, the parent interview had to have successfully passed through the child development 
section of the interview (that is the first three sections of the parent interview). The response rate for 
American Indian and Alaska Native cases for the 9-month data collection was 79.3 percent, based on 



1 More detail is provided in appendix A, Technical Notes section, on the determination of race and ethnicity in the ECLS-B and the determination of 
AIAN children in the ECLS-B. 

2 For this calculation, data were weighted by the base weight. 
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weighted data. 3 For more information on response rates, data reliability, and test procedures, please refer 
to appendix A. 



Focus of This E.D. TAB 

This E.D. TAB provides descriptive information about the AIAN children born in the United States in the 
year 2001 . It is meant to be a supplement to Children Bom in 2001: First Results From The Base Year Of 
The Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, Birth Cohort (ECLS-B) with information on AIAN children. 
Children Born in 2001 presented information on the entire population of children born in the United States 
in 2001 on certain child and family characteristics, children’s mental and physical skills, children’s first 
experiences in child care, and the presence of fathers in the children’s lives. The estimates in this E.D. 
TAB apply to the 85,000 AIAN children born in the United States in 2001. For comparison purposes, 
appendix C includes the estimate and standard error tables from Children Born in 2001. 

The first four sections of this E.D. TAB closely parallel the information presented in Children Born in 2001. 
The fifth section presents information not included in the original Children Born in 2001 but is a snapshot 
of the information collected in the ECLS-B of interest regarding the AIAN population. The five sections are 
as follows: 

• Demographic Characteristics of American Indian and Alaska Native Children and Their Families; 

• American Indian and Alaska Native Children’s Early Mental and Physical Skills; 

• American Indian and Alaska Native Children’s First Experiences in Child Care; 

• Fathers in the Lives of American Indian and Alaska Native Children; and 

• Prenatal Care of American Indian and Alaska Native Children. 



Appendix A provides technical documentation for the findings presented here, as well as information 
about how to obtain these data. Appendix B provides the standard errors for the estimates. 



3 For this calculation, data were weighted by the base weight. 
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